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Reflections from ten years with the Hakka Choir.

Pastor Michael Kittelson

One of my favorite songs is, “Loving God, Loving Each Other.” These are some of the lyrics:
"Loving God, loving each other making music with my friends Loving God, loving each other and the
story never ends.”

My heart is always joyful when I can sing with my friends about Jesus. It is a privilege to join
with others to share the Gospel story of God’ s love. We sing about the Heavenly Father’ s love for us
that cares for us. Itis God’ s love that blesses us every day. We sing about Jesus and His love for us on
the cross. We sing about the salvation that Jesus gives us without conditions. We sing about God’ s
grace which gives our soul all we need for today and forever. To sing with others in church and in other
public places about my God and Savior is my joy and happiness. Many times the practice alone has
helped my heart to receive the joy, happiness and hope I need to serve the Lord in Taiwan.

I thank the Lord for these ten years that I could sing with the Hakka Choir. Singing with a
semi-professional choir is a hard to come by opportunity. We have enjoyed gathering together in many
locations in Taiwan and other countries. We have spent hours together in the recording studio to prepare
the music for the compact disks. Though these experiences are not always easy, they were not a burden
because they were for our God. The songs are a joy to sing to those who attended the activity. They are
songs of our faith and represent our hopes and desires. The songs help us to come closer to Jehovah.
The songs prepared for us have strong and clear words that bring the message from God” s Word to all
that hear them.

When I remember the many meetings where we sang about God’ s love to those who have yet
to believe in Jesus, I give thanks to God that those who attended had the opportunity to hear about
God’ s love for them. When I think about the many church services where we joined with others in
worship and lifted our voices together to give thanks, praise and glory to the Three in One God I thank
Jehovah for sweet fellowship in Jesus Christ. Both of these opportunities were useful in providing
churches and individuals an example of how we can help Hakka Christians to come near to Jehovah.
Hakka people can worship in their own culture. Hakka people can worship in their own language.
Hakka people can hear of God’ s love in their heart language. Hakka people do not need to leave their
culture when they become a Christian.

Every time I can join the Hakka Choir to sing I am thankful for this ministry where we come
together to share God” s love in Taiwan. We are not lonely workers trying to do this impossible
ministry alone. We encourage each other to carry take this ministry, these songs, this message to the
many places, communities, and churches. We take this experience to where we work, serve, and wor-
ship at the other normal and regular times in our lives when we are not together. What a privilege it has
been for me to come to the rehearsals to learn the songs and then be able to bring them back to the
churches that I help so they can learn them as well, use them in worship, and sing them for those yet to
believe in Jesus. The opportunity to sing with my friends in the Hakka Choir then becomes another op-
portunity to sing with even more friends in other locations as well doing the same things to worship and
share God’ s love. I pray that the ministry of the Hakka Choir may be multiplied over and over in loca-
tions all over Taiwan and the World.

I want to say thank you Teacher Chen and my friends in the Hakka Choir for this opportunity to
sing and praise the Lord Jesus together. Thank you for giving me the opportunity to make music with
my friends. I pray that the music will never end. To God be the glory!
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