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Rev. Ching-Rong Yu
B L R Rita Lee
A. Getting to Know the Hakka Chinese

The Hakka are the Han Chinese who originated from
today’s central China near the Huanghe (Yellow River)
and migrated to the South due to attacks throughout the
Jin (265-420A.D.) to early Song Dynasty ( A~ ¥7). In
a series of migrations, the Hakkas moved and settled
mainly east of the Guan Dong Province, west of the Fu
Jian Province, and south of the Jiang Xi Province. They
already migrated to Taiwan, Indonesia, and all over the
world.

Ellsworth Huntington, Professor at Yale University,
suspected if it wasn’t because of the poverty or
oppression from other ethnic groups, the Hakkas would
have stayed in their origins in the North. (The Character
of Races, 1924)

In comparison to other dialogues spoken by the
immigrants from Mingnan, Mingbei, Guan Zhou, the
immigrants who speak Hakka Chinese migrated to the
South at a later time, thus were referred to as “guests.”

In addition to advanced DNA tests, the most
important method to identify the Hakka people is
through their distinct Hakka dialect. Especially the word
“I” in Hakka is pronounced as ‘“Ngai,” sounding similar
to the word “milk” in Chinese with a nasal sound. The
written form is similar to the word " "’% 1, except
the left side needs to be replaced by the character of
instead of “Water”.

at the entrance of the Hakka Museum in Meizhou City,

Person,” This character is featured
also known as the center of Hakka culture, and signifies
the Hakka’s spirit.

B. Getting to Know Hakka Characters and
Roles in the Great Commission
1. The widespread Hakkas are not limited by
geographical boundary.
Unlike the people in Guan Dong or Fu Jian who
are largely identified by location, the Hakkas prefer
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to be identified as the Hakka People. The term Hakka
is beyond geography. The Hakkas make up a unique
ethnicity among the Chinese and their population
exceeds 80 million around the world and accounts to 1%
of the world population. It is estimated that there are 60
to 70 million Hakkas in China, which accounts for 5% of
the 1.35 billion Chinese population, 4 million in Taiwan,
8 million in Indonesia, 1.5 million in Malaysia, 1 million
in Thailand, and 0.2 million in Singapore. It is true
that the presence of Hakka can be traced to wherever
the Chinese are present. Thus, the Hakka group is a
global target of the Great Commission and should not be

neglected by any missionary organization in the world.

2. The Hakkas are the Most Conscious, Self-Identified

Group

Similar to other minority ethnic groups in China,
the Hakkas have a strong recognition and emotional
attachment to their identity. 26 years have passed
since the first assembly of the World Hakka Reunion
established in 1971 in Hong Kong. In the latest 2013
World Hakka Reunion, more than 6 thousand delegates
from hundreds of Hakka organizations around the globe
gathered at Jakarta, Indonesia. It is a unique bond that
demonstrates that “all Hakka is one family; all Hakka is
our family.”

Hakka Christians in Taiwan founded the Global
Hakka Evangelical Association in 1978. Currently 11
delegates from 8 districts are board members who host a
global Hakka Evangelical event every 2 years. 900 people
attended the latest semi-annual event in Kuching, East
Malaysia in September, 2013. Since 35 years ago,
this has become the only missionary association who
targets a specific ethnic group with the vision to “gain
the Hakkas to the ends of the earth,” and to become the
platform to accomplish the Great Commission to the
Hakkas around the world.

Therefore, to strategically convert the Hakka group to
the Lord is meaningful and challenging.

3. The Hakka is The Most Widely-Discussed Ethnic

Group

Hakkaology is one of the popular studies nowadays.
If one searches the word “Hakka” on Google, over ten
of millions of result will appear. Dozens of universities
have established centers and departments to study
the Hakka in China and Taiwan, including National
Taiwan University and National Chiao Tung University.
Seminars that focus on Hakka topics are held constantly.

The 9" Annual GBC Mission Conference / 25
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Hakka has obviously become a practical study for
scholars from the Cross-Strait.

If we review the trends, the development on a
timeline, and the wave of the Holy Spirit, should the
mission to the Hakkas become one of the popular topics
in Global Mission?

4. The Hakkas Are Referred to as the Eastern Jews
Many similarities can be found between the

Hakkas and the Jews.

value genealogy, show hospitality, were oppressed,

For example, the 2 groups

value education, hygiene, diligence, and they are both
stubborn. These similarities can be found in the book “
Hakkas—the Jews of the East” written by Gao, Zongxi (
F,‘J%\' #4 ) and in “Hakka /\“Y 7] ” written by Japanese
] + f J8 ). Some pastors

point out that the kinship of Hakkas can be traced

professor Takagi Keizo (
directly to the Jews.

Jews are the chosen people of God. Should we
perceive the Hakkas as God’s chosen people and remind
them to answer the calling and demand from God?

5. The Roles of Hakkas in the Recent Revolution

Hong Xiuquan overturned the Manchurian regime with
a group of Hakkas.Dr. Sun Yat-sen established the first
democratic republic in Asia. (50% are Hakka out of the
72 Martyrs of Huanghuagang.) Red Army leaders Deng
Xiao Ping, Ye Jian Ying, Zhu De are a few of the Hakka
with extraordinary achievements. 1/3 of the 1604 leaders
promoted to general positions during 1955 to 1965 by
The People's Liberation Army are Hakkas. Honorary
Hakkas include Harry Lee Kuan Yew, the founding father
of Singapore, the family of Wu Zuo Dong in Singapore,
and Taiwanese heroes who fought against Japan such
as Luo Fu Xin, Jian Shao Zhu, Wu Tang Xin, Lin Shao
Mao, etc.

Since Hakkas possess the spirit of revolution and
sacrifice, shouldn’t they serve in expanding God’s
Kingdom and fight against the dark power?

C. The History and The Current Missions

Development of Hakka in The World
1. China and Hong Kong

The Basel Mission from Europe started its focus to
spread the Gospel to the Hakkas in Hong Kong and
Guan Dong Province in 1847. Starting from 1924,
Basel Mission, called Tsung Tsin Mission, expanded its
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size to 25 districts, 167 congregations, and 20 thousand
members by the year 1948. Currently the Tsung
Tsin Mission in Hong Kong has 22 chapters and 8,700
members. The population of Hakka Christians in China
is estimated to be less than 1%.

2. Sabah in Malaysia

Because Christians are the majority among the
Chinese who immigrated to Malaysia 130 years ago,
40% of the 400,000 Hakkas in Sabah are Christians.
This is currently the most populated area of Hakka
Christians.

3. Indonesia

The Chinese population in Indonesia is over 17
million; Hakkas constitute half of the Chinese population
there. Due to the unique religious policy in Indonesia,
all citizens are required to have a religious belief. The
Hakka Christians couldn’t make up to 10%; however,
30% of the young adults in the metropolitan area are
Christian.

4. Taiwan

The history of the Protestant Church in Taiwan began
150 years ago. The majority (70%) is the Min-nan
Minority who received the most attention, followed by
aboriginal Taiwanese and former residents of Mainland
China. Hakkas were neglected and lacked missions
Less than 0.5%
Christians are found among the 4 million Hakkas in

attention for a long period of time.

Taiwan. (The total Christian population is over 5% in
Taiwan).

5. Other Area
The data of Hakka Christians in other regions of the
world are unavailable. However, Hakkas is a targeted

group for the Great Commission.

D. The Meaning of a Global Hakka Great
Commission
1. Accomplish the Vision of Turning Hakkas to the Lord
The Great Commission calls all nations to be the
disciples of the Lord. The unbelieving 80 million
Hakkas are one of the important nations in the Great
Commission. I encourage missionaries around the world
to have a strong Hakka identification and to see the
potential identification of God’s chosen ones and to lead
the turning of Hakkas toward the Lord, in accordance
to the calling of the Hakka group and the fulfillment of
Hakkas’ destiny.

The 9" Annual GBC Mission Conference /27
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2. Challenge Hakkas to Achieve 3 Main Goals

The goal is not to lead Hakkas to believe in Christ,
but to challenge Hakkas to respond to God’s purpose
and beautiful plan of nurturing Hakkas for thousands
of years. Basically, Hakkas can respond to the Great
Commission in 3 major ways:

(1). To Transform the Culture of Worshiping Ancestors
The tension between ancestor worship and believing
the Lord has always been an issue for the Chinese
churches. Recently the Hakka Churches in Taiwan have
developed a new ritual routine to respect the ancestors
and not to worship them. They preserve the element of
piety in memorial of ancestors, but redirect the religious
element to worship God. During the events on the Tomb
Sweeping Day and memorial services, the congregation
is encouraged to observe 3 Rituals — Water-pouring
Ritual, Floor-giving Ritual, Candle-lighting Ritual,
to express worship to God and in memorial of the
ancestors. They are also encouraged to frame the well-
decorated genealogy of their families on the wall and
to actively attend tomb sweeping events, funerals, with
substitution of flowers and bows, and memorial services.

Use these efforts to reduce their doubt in believing in
the Lord. Eliminate the misconception that “Christians
are against ancestors.” Transform the roadblock into
facilitator. Take down the high wall and turn it into
a bridge. Establish a discussion forum for the non-
believing family members. To convey the true meaning
of ancestral worship, which is to be grateful for the
resource of water and to observe the origins of their

ancestors forever.

The Dean of Christian Hakka Seminary Wen Yong-
sheng has focused this view in his doctoral dissertation
at China Evangelical Seminary. In the past few years,
Christian Hakka Evangelical Association coordinated
many ancestral-memorial events with several churches.
It has brought a very positive impact to the society and
churches in Taiwan.

It is believed that the memorial events in lieu of the
worship of ancestors still fulfill filial piety which is
greatly valued in Chinese culture, and affirms the belief
of one true God. Starting from Hakka churches, the
blessing will flow to all Chinese churches in the world.

(2) To Bless the Muslim
Missionaries from the East and West attempt to
cross cultural boundaries to turn Muslims to the
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Lord. Nevertheless, the enormous investment may
not necessarily be effective. Millions upon millions of
Hakka have been neighbors of Muslims like centuries in
Indonesia, Malaysia, and Singapore in South-East Asia.
They are familiar with the language and the culture of
Muslims. If Hakkas can first be saved and equipped to
share the Gospel to their Muslims friends, they can yield

twice the result with half the effort.

The goal not only challenges missions from the
West, but also challenges Chinese churches. It even
challenges Hakka churches around the world to become
missionary partners with Hakka churches from the South
East. Isn’t it the best strategy to let the many millions of
Hakka from the South East to be the pioneer of Muslims

Missions?

Praise the Lord! David Demina, an Egyptian pastor,
has been promoting the movement of bringing back the
Chinese to Chinese churches. His prophetical vision is
to synchronize the Chinese churches and to spread the
Gospel among his Muslims families. Isn’t that the same

vision for the Hakka Great Commission?

(3) To Lead All Nations Home

“...from whom every family in heaven and on earth
Didn’t Hakka also
derive their name from God? The destiny of Hakka is to

derives its name” (Ephesians 3:15) .

declare the fact to all nations — All men are a “guest” in
this world, seeking the way “home” in this journey.

The pronunciation of “Hakka” sounds similar to
“hug God.” As a result, Hakka are the people chosen
to “embrace God.” Similar to the Israelites, they will
become “the children of God, the priesthood nation.”
Therefore, Hakkas around the world should answer the
heavenly duty and partake of the mission to proclaim
” May Hakka Christians
accept the responsibility from Heaven. All churches
around the world should call for the 80 million Hakkas
to respond to the will of our Heavenly Father, by

the gospel of “returning home,

returning home first and then leading all nations home.

E. The Role of Taiwan in Hakka Great
Commission
1. The Social Status of Hakka in Taiwan
In the 21st century, the presidential election is open
Taiwan has progressed in its democracy.
All
parties cannot afford to overlook the rights and pleas
of the Hakkas. Thus, Hakkas are still valued and

to all citizens.
The votes from the Hakka groups are crucial.

The 9" Annual GBC Mission Conference /29
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highlighted in a society which focuses on Chinese
In Taiwan, the Hakka Affairs Council is the
world’s only government office founded for Hakka

people.

administrative duties and local affairs. There is a must-
carry TV Channel dedicated to the Hakka in Taiwan.
The Hakka Fundamental Law is there to preserve the
language and culture. A mandatory national exam is in
place for the officials who wish to manage Hakka affairs.
A test is available to certify one's proficiency of the
Hakka dialect. The administration office of President
Ma Ying-Jiu has promised to build a Global Hakka
Cultural Center, which will allow Taiwan to become
the New City of Hakka. The Hakka Affairs Council
has assembled the Global Hakka General Association,
(which has competed for a louder voice with the World
Hakka General Association for many years). The key
message of this year’s assembly: “GUESTS from the
world find HOME their in Taiwan,” shows the ambition
of Taiwan.

2.The Status of Hakka Churches in Taiwan Church
History

In the early age of mission activities, the Min-
nan group was the center of attention. Hakka people
Hakkas were reserved and not
Due to this, Hakka churches
in Taiwan have been weak. Hakkas make up the

were overlooked.
opened to outsiders.

lowest percentage of Christians among the 4 Chinese
The establishment of Christian Hakka
Evangelical Association has endlessly expressed the

ethnic groups.
need of Gospel work for the Hakkas. Many churches
overseas have answered the need by sending hundreds
of missionaries in the past 40 years. Currently, a dozen
aboriginal churches and churches that speak Mandarin
and Taiwanese have established churches in Hakka
villages. Even the aboriginal churches in Nan-Tao
turned their attention toward Hakkas and established a

new church.

As a result of the work from the Holy Spirit, churches
in Taiwan have grown in love and pursued unity in
recent years. Hakkas are included in the team work
and have received honorable attention. Hakkas have
thus been seen and heard on a unified platform. The
identification of Hakkas is greatly stirred by the Hakka

Christians.

During the past few years, under the effort of Hakka
churches and the support from various churches, the
Christian Hakka Evangelical Association established
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the Christian Hakka Seminary in 2000. Within the same
year, the Presbyterian Church established the Hakka
Mission Presbytery. In 2012, a brand new edition of the
Bible in Hakka was published. In line with the Double
Movement of the Hakka Decade, the Christian Hakka
Evangelical Association led a series of events starting
from 2013, called “Bring Hakka Home — Double the
Blessing Tour”, which has gathered the strength to call

all Hakkas to come home to our Heavenly Father.

3. The Position of Taiwanese Hakka in the Hakka Great
Commission
(1). Taiwan Has A Strong & A Powerful Voice for
Hakkas

Because the Taiwanese Hakka were neglected for a
long period of time and because democracy in Taiwan
emphasizes and respects the minority, the rights of
Hakka can now be expressed loudly, both in Taiwanese
society and churches. This phenomenon cannot be
found in any other Chinese region.

“Taiwan, you possess the strongest awareness! You
must make a voice for Hakkas!”

(2). Taiwan Is The Origin of the Global Hakka
Evangelical Association

35 years ago, all Hakka Christians around the
world gathered in Taiwan, which was then called “The
Revolution Fortress,” and prophetically established the
world’s only Global Hakka Evangelical Association. It
was a great turning point to end the long-term weakening
Hakka era in Taiwan and to create a heroic era. It is
believed that Taiwan will continue to play an important
role in the Hakka Great Commission and to fulfill its
responsibilities.

F. How Will Churches around the World Join
the Hakka Great Commission?

Jesus commanded: “Go and make disciples of
all nations.” This is the Great Commission given to
Christ’s church by the Lord. All nations must include
the 80 million in the Hakka group. The Christian in
Hakka population is estimated to be under 1%, which
shows a great need for the Gospel. If you agree with
the key roles of the Hakkas mentioned in the previous
paragraphs, how can the churches around the world

work together for the Hakka Great Commission?
1. Understand more of the history and culture of the

Hakka, especially the godly mission and the identity of
the Hakka people.
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2. Ask and pray more. Should we ask the Lord to send
other workers to preach to the Hakka, or pray that the
Holy Spirit asks all missions or churches to prioritize
Hakka in the Great Commission?

Pastor Yu from Lutheran Taiwan Good Shepherd
Church answered the calling to "spread the Gospel to
Hakkas" from God and proactively preaches to Hakkas.
Pray to the Lord to bring more Pastor Yu for Hakkas.

3. Synchronize the Taiwan Christian Hakka

Evangelical Association with other associations in the
world and to form mission partnerships. Proactively
deliver the vision of the Hakka Great Commission with

passion.

4. Encourage the Hakka Christians and brothers and
sisters who have a heart for Hakka to form Hakka small
groups or fellowships, even developing a Hakka Worship
Service to focus on Hakka Missions.

5. Encourage all churches and denominations to establish
a Hakka Missions Team.

The Fu-zhou Chinese from the Methodology church
in Kuching East Malaysia have answered the call to
share the Gospel to Hakkas and established missions
teams to serve Hakka in its East and West regions.

6. Send short-term missions teams to Hakka villages
around the world to experience and enhance the vision
for Hakka Missions

7. Send long-term missionaries to live in Hakka villages
to participate in the Hakka Great Commission.

Conclusion

It is said that the 21st Century is the Century of the
Chinese. Shouldn’t the 21st Century also be the Century
of the rising Hakkas? Pray that God will send fervent
servants to the Hakkas and to receive a greater vision
for the global Hakka Great Commission. To fulfill
the dream with bravery and by faith. Be independent
and strong. Pray and work in unity. I hereby call all
churches to walk with the Hakkas and to help Hakkas
accomplish their destiny and great purpose for God’s
Kingdom. Amen!

To my dear colleague, please adapt and distribute at your
discretion. From Chin Rong



