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2 John R. W. Stott and Coote Robert, "The Willowbank Report," Down to Earth - Studies in
Christianity and Culture (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1980), 311-13.
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(about God or reality or ultimate meaning), of values (about what is true, good, beautiful and
normative), of customs (how to behave, relate to others, talk, pray, dress, work, play, trade, farm, eat,
etc.), and of institutions which express these beliefs, values and customs (government, law courts,
temples or churches, family, schools, hospitals, factories, shops, unions, clubs, etc.) , which binds
a society together and gives it a sense of identity, dignity, security and continuity.

S TERRSR - (RaEiEML) (&db  FEIHRRGE 0 1998) - H 96 ~ 97 U2 Louis J.
Luzbetak, The Church and Cultures: New Perspectives in Missiological Anthropology (New York:
Orbis Books, 1988), 156-222.

> John Stott, The Lausanne Covenant: An Exposition and Commentary, Lausanne Occasional
Papers No. 3 (Minneapolis: World Wide Publicatons, 1975), 25.
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IN.T. Wright, The New Testament and the People of God ( Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1992),
121-26,215-43 -
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i Charles H. Kraft, Christianity in Culture (New York: Orbis, 1979), 113-15.
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1978), 29. B EMFEHIERENEE (Claude E. Shannon) 1949 I (information
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ABSTRACT

Those who regularly proclaim the Gospel among Chinese quickly discover that
the most common hindrance in bringing Chinese to Christian faith is traditional ancestor
worship. The most distressing thing for Taiwanese Christians after conversion is to face
traditional folk funeral rituals.

From the perspective of mission history, Chinese churches generally opposed
ancestor worship based solely on the prohibition against idolatry. On the other hand,
from the perspective of practical Christian ancestor reverence, many Christians do not
dare to move even one step towards a new solution out of fear of violating the
commandment against idolatry. Or even worse, facing funerary rituals and ancestral
veneration, they take an extremely conservative position, and thus contributing to the
longstanding difficulty in proclaiming the Gospel among Chinese.

Therefore, this thesis seeks to build a conceptual and theoretical "substitution
model" of Christian ancestor reverence based on theories of missiology dealing with the
relationship of the Gospel and culture, communication theory, contextualization, and
liturgical study. Next, two important tools, namely Ludwig Wittgenstein's "definition of
language and behavior" and Paul Tillich's “classification of sign and symbol," will be
adopted on the research. This thesis seeks to design episodal methodology, such as "the
three memorial ceremonials” and "reverence ceremonial.” Through these fundamental
methods and expressions, we hope to change the negative impression Chinese bear
towards Christians' neglect of ancestor reverence, so as to promote a breakthrough in
evangelistic work.



