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TOWARD A BREAKTHROUGH IN ADDRESSING THE PROBLEM OF
ANCESTOR WORSHIP AND THE FUNERAL RITUAL IN TAIWAN

Abstract

Those who regularly minister the Gospel in among the Chinese quickly
discover that the most widespread hindrance in bringing Chinese to faith in
Christ is traditional ancestor worship. The most distressing thing for
Taiwanese Christians after coming to faith is also the issue of how to face

traditional folk religious funeral rituals.

From the perspective of mission history, Chinese churches generally have
opposed ancestor worship based solely on the prohibition against idolatry.
On the other hand, from the perspective of practical Christian ancestor
reverence, many Christians do not dare to move even one step towards a new
solution out of fear of violating the commandment against idolatry. Or even
worse, facing funerary rituals and ancestral veneration, they take an extremely
conservative position, and so contribute to the longstanding difficulty in

mission to the Chinese.

Therefore, the approach of this thesis is to begin with the biblical evidence,
through expository study of the first and second Commandments to define the
meaning of idolatry; then to compare the differences of filial piety between the
Bible and Chinese traditions by studying the fifth Commandment; and to
establish the biblical basis of the funeral ritual, ancestor worship and correlated
missionary theology, in order that we may establish a strong foundation for

Christian ancestor reverence practices.

II



Then, out of the substantial accumulated experience and theories developed
through past mission history, this thesis seeks to build a conceptual and
theoretical "substitution model" of Christian ancestor reverence based on
theories of missiology dealing with the relationship of the Gospel and culture,
communication theory, contextualization, and liturgical study. Next, taking two
important tools, Ludwig Wittgenstein's "the definition of language and
behavior" and Paul Tillich's "classification of sign and symbol," this thesis
seeks to design both episodal methodology, such as "the three memorial
ceremonials" and "reverence ceremonial,” and continuative methodology, such
as "the ancestral memorial record" form and "the generational record" form.
Through these fundamental methods and expressions, we hope to change the
negative impression of Chinese that Christians neglect ancestor reverence,

and to promote a breakthrough in evangelistic work.

Finally, taking the Chinese people of the central and northern Taiwan area as a
population, this thesis undertook a survey. The survey method was
administered by using "stratified cluster-purposeful sampling." By this survey
we tried to understand the opinions toward the ancestor worship of the modern
Taiwanese, and their receptivity to the past Christian ancestor reverence
expressions. This is with a view to carrying out and promoting Christian
ancestor reverence and a creative funeral ritual of the substitution model in the

future.

I
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Clement

Fr. Navarelle

48

Charles Maigrot

1972

133~134



Clement
Exilladie
7
Benedict
Ex Quo Singulari
Pius 1939~1958
1971 20
135~136
39~70
126~146 86~96

1959 135~148



10

Taylor)

Robert Morrison

Matthew T. Yates  1°

11

12

( Hudson

10
11

12

1997
11~13

1985 65~70
18

10

8

1940



Awakening Movement

Pietism 13
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gods
89
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John | Durham
8 1979 21
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% - ~ 1~17 (1987
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20:5 34:14 6:14~15 24:19
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% Brevard S. Child, The Book of Exodus, p.406ff.
% Terence E. Fretheim, Exodus (Louisville, Kentucky: John Knox Press, 1991), p.225f.
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99

T. O'Brien

9 Nahum M. Sarna, Exploring Exodus—the heritage of Biblical Israel (New York: Schocken Books,
1986), p.145.
% (1992 7 ) 9

% George Arthur Buittrick, and others, eds., The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, Vol. 2 ( Nashville:
Abingdon Press, 1962), p.678.
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22 34~40 13

8~10
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5 17~18

190 peter T. O'Brien, Colossians and Philemon (Waco: Word Books, 1982), p.183f.

101 Ernest De Witt Burton, The International Critical Commentary GALATIANS (Edinburgh: T&T
Clark, 1921), pp.303f.

192 Terence E. Feitheim, Exodus, p. 223.

55



56

56



57

57



58

20 12

16

21 18-21
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25 6

47 29-31

50 1-3 7-14
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M. D. Johnson
108
1% David M. Howard Jr., 1998 340~342
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17 3-8 26 2~6 28 13~15 2

24 6 25 29 13 30 20

19 Brevard S. Child, The Book of Exodus, p.401.
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48 16

4 9
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1967
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17 24~-27
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20 22
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(10 4)

16 1~3 21 23~26 "

12 Gordon D. Fee, The First Epistle to the Corinthians (NICNT), pp.427~431.
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1
8 4~8 10 26
10 14
s 8 7~13 Gordon Fee
1992 Gordon D. Fee, The First Epistle to the

Corinthians (NICNT), pp.430~431.
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1
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118
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Louis J. Luzbetak

18 John R. W. Stott & Robert Coote, “ The Willowbank Report”, Down to Earth — Studiesin
Chrigtianity and Culture (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1980), pp.311~313.
1 1997 4

Cultureis an integrated system of beliefs(about God or reality or
ultimate meaning), of values(about what is true, good, beautiful and normative), of customs(how to
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identity, dignity, security and continuity.
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120 1998 96~97 Louis J. Luzbetak, The Church

and Cultures: New Perspectivesin Missiological Anthropology (New York: Orbis Books, 1988), pp.
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121 John Stott, The Lausanne Covenant, An Exposition and Commentary, Laussnne Occasional Papers
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Lloyd Kwast

Behaviors, What is done?

Values, What is good? Beliefs, What istrue?

Worldview, What isreal?
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N. T. Wright
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Symbol Sign

83

83



84

125

A
< g
v
N. T. Wright
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b 2 3
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1
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3
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5

122 N.T. Wright, The New Testament and the People of God ( Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1992),
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through Culture
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Transformation
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David J. Hesselgrave Trinity
Context
135
encode decode
|
/
134
1973 24 29
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